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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to find out the relationship between Civic Sense And Spirit
Of Nationalism Among Secondary School Students. For this to collect data regarding
relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism among Secondary School
Students. The method selected for the study is normative survey method. Since, it is the
most appropriate method for collecting data regarding present conditions. The sample is
limited to 400 secondary school students, both boys and girls from Government, Aided
and Unaided school. All secondary school students were the population of the present
study. With the help of stratified sampling technique, the investigator selected 400
Secondary School Students sample.this study found out that 13.25 Percentage of
secondary school students having level of Civic Sense and 75 Percentage of students
having average level of Civic Sense and 11.75 Percentage of students having low Civic
Sense.10 Percentage of secondary school students having high level of Spirit of
Nationalism and 78.5 Percentage of students having average level of Spirit of
Nationalism and 46 Percentage of students having low Spirit of Nationalism.Theco-
efficient of correlation between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism of the whole

sample is 0.51 this is higher than the value set for the significance at 0.01 levels.
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Introduction

Education is the complete development of the individuality of a person so that he can
make an original contribution to human life to his best capacity. Education aims at making us
civilized human beings, conscious of our moral and social responsibilities which lead to the
all round development of the individual. Education is the foundation of nation’s intellectual
power which shapes its power profiles. It aims at tapping the potentials of an individual to the
maximum. Efforts are made to make the teaching learning process most effective. Education
makes a man self reliant and selfless. Education plays a predominant role in this modern
world. There is day by day advancement in the field of education. It is the ultimate pathway
of success. Education gives a great deal of support and encourages each and every individual.
"Being educated is the biggest asset”. The stunning fact is that education is given highest
place in today's world. It opens the doors of employments. Education is the best investment
for the people because well educated people have more opportunities to get a job which gives
them satisfaction. Thus education plays a key role in the development of the society.

India has taken a fresh and more critical look at the role of education within the
context of overall national development. The goals of education follow the national goals of
development. This means development of the human resources. The development of human
resources is possible through a properly organized programme of education. Thus this
development starts with child’s formal schooling.

Our world is changing, and in order to prepare our children for this new world we
need to change the way we educate them. The purpose of education in today's society is to
prepare students for the challenges of life in the career world. Because of the many
different paths to success that exist today, different students need different outcomes from

their experiences in the educational system.
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In the 21st century educators must create a curriculum that will help students connect
with the world and understand the issues that our world faces, rather than inculcating a set list
of competencies or ideas. Education must prepare students to think critically and select the
opportunities that they need in order to succeed in their chosen paths. Life in modern times is
so complex and the need for knowledge and skills is so great that the family is simply not
able to teach children and youth all that they need to know. Schools in the 21st century will
become nerve centers, a place for teachers and students to connect with those around them
and their community. Teachers in this new environment will become fewer instructors and
more orchestrators of information, giving children the ability to turn knowledge into wisdom.

Indian Education Commission (1964-66), popularly known as Kothari Commission,
points out that one of the national objectives of secondary school education is to prepare them
for the development of personality, inculcation of values, strengthening of social and national
integration, generation of national consciousness, fostering the spirit of citizenship and
patriotic feeling. The entire school curriculum shares the responsibility for the citizenship
education but Social Science has historically occupied a unique role in contributing to that
process. The major mission of Social Science education is to help children learn about the
social world in which they live and how it got that way to learn to cope with social realities
and to develop the knowledge attitudes and skills needed to shape an enlightened humanity.
Creation of a great society requires creative attitudes and values in all individuals.

Every individual in the modern society is known as citizen. Civic consciousness is the
recognition that each citizen is for the society and genuine interests of the society are the
interests of the citizen. If something is related to or benefits an individual citizen, it can be
described as Civic. People often say that it is your civicduty to vote. The
adjective civic comes from the Latin word Civis, which was the word for a citizen of Ancient

Rome. It is also a root word for "City," so Civic can also mean anything related to a city. In
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your town, Civic leaders meet frequently and public input always welcome them. So if you
have a grievance about a civic issue, you should attend a meeting or drop by the dinner where
the mayor always eats breakfast.

Social Science teaching has a major role in the formulation of civic sense. Social
science as an area of study which is closely related to the society and human beings,
envisages comprehensive changes in every individual. Social science learning can be utilized
for the formulation of civic consciousness. It equips the individuals to respect diversity and to
behave with tolerance. It makes the individual civic conscious and action oriented by
familiarizing the ideal models and activities of civic consciousness. It also equips the
individual to suggest comprehensive solutions to different problems. Thus in this changing
era there is the need to update, assess and restructure the existing methods and make attempts
to use media and methods generated by educational technology in order to develop this Civic
Sense.

Our people score a big zero when it comes to Civic Sense. They are so irresponsible
that they do not bother about health and hygiene. This shows we are much behind and we
need to have Civic Sense. Being civilized is much more than just living in cities, having
computers at home or cell phones in our pockets .To be civilized is above all, to know how
to live in peace with our neighbours and peers. Well mannered sense demands that one must
have a feel for others. One must not be a callous person. One should live without disturbing
others whether it is home, school, office, theatre or any other place. No one is born civilized.
It’s a struggle and a sense that makes one more civilized and full of good etiquettes. We
ought to learn to be a good citizen.

Spirit of Nationalism has shaped the history and destiny of many countries.
Nationalism can unite people into cohesive stable nations. Likewise lack of nationalism can

tear nation apart which can result in long periods of social up heal and political chaos.
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Nationality is not quite the same as a nation. A common language, a common culture and
common customs are its constituents and that it makes nationality, Nationality is the miracle
of political independence. If nationality is consent, the state is compulsion. Affiliation with a
particular nation or sovereign state, people business, corporation, ships and handicraft are all
indicative of nationality feelings. Nationality is inferior to citizenship, in so far as the latter
implies a full set of political privileges and the former do not. Countries have limited right to
determine which of their inhabitants will be their nationals. People generally acquire a
nationality by birth within a particular countries territory.

Nationalism is commonly defines as a love one’s country. Historically, however,
nationalism takes on a greater meaning. Throughout history, large groups of people who
share a cultural identity language, customs history have felt the pulling power of nationalistic
feeling. The Spirit of Nationalism also include the believe that one’s nation is better off as an
autonomous state. Autonomy is defined as a nation governing itself indirectly from a
centralized point. Still another aspect of Nationalism is the willing to go to extreme measures
in achieving autonomous self- rule (Metcalf 2003).

The concept of Nationalism has undergone change due to political interference.
Religion is given over priority to the interest of the nation and as a result frequently clashes
between community members take place. The identity of Indians with the Indian state has
been eroded by these clashes. These clashes and riots are continuously drawing obstacles in
the development of loss a lot of lives and wealth. The forces also create feeling of inferiority
and hatred among the people.

Almost many subjects at secondary level, the subject Social Sciences is very
important. It is a wonderful treasure house of information, which promotes values of
democracy, secularism, and socialism. Democracy means the power of the people.

Secularism is giving the idea that all religions are considered equal and are respected.
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Socialism implies social and economic equality. These ideals are inevitable for human life in
modern era were evolved as part of freedom struggles and revolutions that took place in
various continents. The development and progress of such ideologies are introduced and
analyzed in the Social Science text books. In the present contest of world peace, there is a
great need for strengthening these social, economic, cultural, religious and technological
values in the society.

NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

School is one of the most important agencies of formal education. It plays a major
role in moulding the ideas, habits and attitude of the children with a view to producing well
balanced personalities; physically strong, mentally alert, emotionally stable, culturally sound,
and socially efficient.Separatism, vandalism, intolerance, racism, road ranges etc. are all
examples of lack of civic sense. People are becoming less and less too tolerant of each other,
of others cultures, backgrounds and other similar traits. India has really diverse people and
the need of the hour is general Civic Sense. It is not uncommon to read or hear about
communal friction. Even living in the city has become difficult because people have no
consideration whatsoever for fellow city dwellers.

When Civic Sense is absent in a society, it leads to a lot of problems. Disregard for
the law is a primary cause for lacking Civic Sense. A person who has high civic values does
not resort to shortcuts and unethical tactics to get his work done and being unethical in daily
activities does not benefit anyone, as the behaviour only gets emulated by other members of
society ultimately, the situation will reach a point where hardly anything can be done to
restore it.Indian constitution gives more importance to Nationalism. Each citizen is
responsible to love the nation, honour its culture and tradition and he has the freedom to
believe in any religion. He is also responsible to give the same respect to national flag and

National Anthem.Nationalism is a feeling of oneness, which may be transcend all groups or
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cultural differences and synthesis the different religions, castes, linguistic communities
emotionally into a compact hole. Nationalism is the essential factor for an individual to
integrate the national integrity and national strength. Nationalism means full-hearted devotion
to nation, sense of duty together with obligation.

It is the extent of development of a feeling of Nationalism in its citizen. If this feeling
is developed, it will be ladder fir greatness to our nation's glory. If it fails it will causes
destruction of the nation or death. Thus it will be the rise or fall of the nation. So oneness
feeling should be needed fir the nation by any means. Here education is playing the potent
and most effective means for making this great task. That's why the education and
educational structures have their aims according to its own needs and requirements to achieve
the oneness feeling "Nationalism" in its citizen or students.There are certain ethical values we
keep earlier on. Unfortunately certain values are even regarding from time to time. After
reviewing the books, journals, article and news paper etc. the investigator felt that, so many
problems arise today due to the lack of civic sense. At the same time in recent time we face
the problems like beef ban controversy. This problem shows over Spirit of Nationalism.
Secondary stage is a critical stage in developing right attitudes among students, in relation
with any social concept. All these problems are emerged due to the lack of proper education.
In this context the investigator tries to find out the awareness of students with regarding the
concept Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism. So the investigator intends to study the

relationship between Civic Sense and spirit of nationalism.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The investigator aims to examine the relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of

Nationalism among Secondary School Students. Here the study has been entitled as
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“Relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism among Secondary School
Students”.

DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS

Civic Sense

Civic Sense is that sense which makes an individual a civilized citizens of the
country. (PrakashPillappa, 2013)

In the present study Civic Sense is the awareness of the students about the duties,
responsibilities and how to behave in the society as a member of a society. For the
development of Civic Sense, this is measured through a situational test.

Spirit of Nationalism

"Nationalism is a psychological and educational process involving the development of a
feeling of unity, solidarity and cohesion in the hearts of the people, a sense of common
citizenship and a feeling of loyalty of the Nation.""(National Integration Conference 1961)

In the present study Nationalism is the feeling that unites one person to a nation. This
is measured through a Spirit of Nationalism in scale form.
Secondary School

In the present study secondary school refers to the people studying in the high school
which follows the curriculum designed by the board of secondary school education in the
Kerala State.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

1. To assess the level of Civic Sense among Secondary School Students at Kottayam
District.

2. To find out the level of Spirit of Nationalism among Secondary School Students at

Kottayam District.
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3. To find out the relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism among
Secondary School Students with whole sample and relevant sub samples.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY

There is a significant relationship between the Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism
of Secondary School Students in Kottayam District with whole sample.
METHODOLOGY IN BRIEF

Methodology is the main body of the research report. According to Mouly (2000)
“Methodology is the aspect of revealing the procedure of technique involved in the study and
analysis of the problem”. The present study is intended to collect data regarding relationship
between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism among Secondary School Students. The
method selected for the study is normative survey method. Since, it is the most appropriate
method for collecting data regarding present conditions. The sample is limited to 400
secondary school students, both boys and girls from Government, Aided and Unaided school.
All secondary school students were the population of the present study. With the help of
stratified sampling technique, the investigator selected 400 Secondary School Students
sample.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

To assess the level of Civic Sense among Secondary School Students.

To assess the level of Civic Sense of Secondary School Students. The total sample is
classified into three groups high, average and low. For the classification, the convention
procedure of ‘g’ distance from mean M is used. The mean and standard deviation of the score
Civic Sense is 76.28 and 5.786 respectively. Students with high Civic Sense obtained scores
greater than M + o (82.06) and those with low Civic Sense obtained scores less than M —

0(70.48) and those with average Civic Sense obtained scores in between M+ g to M —o (in
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between 82.06 to 70.48). For finding the levels of Civic Sense, the investigator examines the

significant difference in the Civic Sense and different levels (high, average, low).

Table 1: Levels of Civic Sense of Secondary School Students

Levels High Average Low
Norms M+o M+octoM-o M-o
Scores 82.06 82.06 to 70.48 70.48
No. Of students 53 300 47
Percentage 13.25% 75% 11.75%

Sources: Computed Data

The tablelshows the levels of Civic Sense of Secondary School Students in Kottayam
District. It is clear that 13.25% of students have high Civic Sense and 75% students have
average Civic Sense and 11.75% students have low Civic Sense. Therefore it can tentatively

conclude that most of the students have average Civic Sense. The graphical representation of

the levels of Civic Sense is showed in the figure 4.2.

Civic Sense

Figure 1: Graphical representation showing the levels of Civic Sense
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To assess the level of Spirit of Nationalism among Secondary School Students.

To assess the level of Spirit of Nationalism of secondary school students in Kottayam
District, The total sample is classified into three groups high, average and low. For the
classification, the convention procedure of ‘o’ distance from mean M is used. The mean and
standard deviation of the score Spirit of Nationalism is 79.41 and 6.648 respectively. Students
with high Spirit of Nationalism obtained scores greater than M + o (86.066) and those with
low Spirit of Nationalism obtained scores less than M — ¢ (72.76) and those with average
Spirit of Nationalism obtained scores in between M + o to M — o ( in between 86.06 to
72.76). For finding the levels of Spirit of Nationalism, the investigator examines the
significant difference in the Spirit of Nationalism and different levels (high, average, low).

Table 2: Levels of Spirit of Nationalism of Secondary School Students in Kottayam

District
Levels High Average Low
Norms M+o M+octoM—o M-o
Scores 86.06 86.06 to 72.76 72.76
No. Of Students 40 314 46
Percentage 10% 78.5% 46%

Sources: Computed Data

The table 2 shows the levels of Spirit of Nationalism of Secondary School Students in
Kottayam District. It is clear that 10% of students have high Spirit of Nationalism and 78.5%
students have average Spirit of Nationalism and 46% students have low Spirit of Nationalism.
Therefore, it can tentatively conclude that most of the students have average Spirit of
Nationalism. The graphical representation of the levels of Spirit of Nationalism is showed in

the figure 2
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Spirit of Nationalism

Figure 2: Graphical representation showing the level of Spirit Nationalism of Secondary
School Students.

Inferential statistical analysis always involves the process of sampling and the
selection of a small group assumed to be related to the population from which it is drawn.
Drawing conclusions about the populations based on observations of sample is the purpose of
inferential analysis. The coefficient of correlation between Civic Sense and Spirit of
Nationalism for the sample were tested for the statistical significance of conclusion about the
population
To find out the relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism among
Secondary School Students with whole sample and relevant sub sample.

Ho: There is a significant relationship in the Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism of
Secondary School students with whole sample and relevant sub sample.

This section intends to analyze and interpret the relationship between Civic Sense and

Spirit of Nationalism. In order to find out the relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of

Nationalism of secondary school students, Karl Pearson’s product moment of coefficient of
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correlation (r) is calculated. Then ‘ty” value is found out to test the statistical significance of
obtained coefficient of correlation. The results are given in the table 3.

Table 3: Data and result of significant relationship and shared variance of Civic Sense

and Spirit of Nationalism of Secondary School Students as whole sample 243

Sample | Variables r value tr S.Er | Confidence | Shared

interval variance

Whole Civic Sense 0.51 11.85 0.037 | (-0.4375to 26.11
and Spirit of 0.5825)

Nationalism

Sources: Computed Data

The Co-efficient of correlation between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism of
whole sample is 0.51 this is higher than the value set for the significance at 0.01 levels. The
obtained t value (11.85) is greater than the table value (2.58) at 0.01 level of significance with
the 398 degrees of freedom. Hence the obtained correlation is significant at 0.01 level and the
confidence interval is (-0.4375 to 0.5825).The result shows a very substantial relationship
(Garret 2005, p; 176) between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism of Secondary School
Students. The relationship shows that there is a considerable dependence of variables in one
another. Lower Civic Sense of a student will affect the Spirit of Nationalism of students and
vice versa. Since the obtained ‘r’ is positive, any increase in Civic Sense of students will
affect the corresponding increase in the student’s Spirit of Nationalism. The obtained ‘r’ has a
shared variance 26.11%. This suggests that 26 percentage of variation can be attributed

between the two variables.
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MAJOR FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY

1. 13.25 Percentage of secondary school students having level of Civic Sense and 75
Percentage of students having average level of Civic Sense and 11.75 Percentage of
students having low Civic Sense.

2. 10 Percentage of secondary school students having high level of Spirit of Nationalism and
78.5 Percentage of students having average level of Spirit of Nationalism and 46
Percentage of students having low Spirit of Nationalism.

3. Theco-efficient of correlation between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism of the whole
sample is 0.51 this is higher than the value set for the significance at 0.01 levels. The
obtained t value (11.85) is greater than the table value (2.58) at 0.01level of significance
with the 398 degrees of freedom. Hence the obtained correlation is significant at 0.01
level and the confidence interval is (-0.4375 to 0.5825).

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The present study is concluded in such a way that the Civic Sense influences the

Spirit f Nationalism of Secondary School Students. The positive correlation of the variables is

the significance of yhe research theme. From this study the teachers and parents and parents

can understand there is a positive relationship between Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism.

Each of these elements plays an important role in shaping the outcomes we experience in

life.

The main aim of education is to mould a better citizen, so the parents and teaches have
to be conscious to develop Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism.

1. The study beneficial to students for improoving their Civic Sense and Spirit of
Nationalism.

2. The study will help to make an awareness about Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism.
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3. The study will help the school authorities to organise social awareness programmes for

students to develop good Civic Sense and Spirit of Nationalism.

Teachers and parents play an important role in developing Civic Sense. Therefor they

should be a good role models. By observing this role models children gradually learn how to

analyses and cope up with life.
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